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might suggest the nationality of the authors. Among them is 
the Acadian question. While not unreasonably impartial on 
the whole, English coloring is evident. They are mercilessly un- 
sparing in their references to the Abbe Le Lentri; but it would 
be grossly unfair to use the faults of this misguided zealot to 
accuse the other Acadian missionaries of aught of disloyalty save 
toleration of the native habits and traditions of their peace- 
loving flock. Their vivid battle descriptions cHng very closely 
to geographical details and are written in an attractive style. 
The opening chapter treating of surface and climate conditions 
of Eastern North America is fairly exact, although a native of 
northern New York of today might require a slight restriction 
in the footnote: "The Hudson is sometimes frozen so hard as to 
provide a highway into Albany." For the convenience of the 
student or teacher, exceptionally good sketch maps and illus- 
trations are dispersed throughout the volume and each chapter 
closes with a succinct and precise summary of the matter just 
treated. Three interesting and useful tables are found in the 
appendix; the first, the estimated and census population of 
each colony in the years 1783 and 1891 respectively, with the 
number of slaves indicated; the second, a table showing the 
exports and the third, the comparative tonnage of oversea 
shipping at the time. The volume is a worthy addition to the 
literature on the beginnings of American History, 



Lincoln and Episodes of the Civil War. By William E. Doster, 
late Brevet Brigadier General, U. S. V., Provost Marshal of 
Washington. New York and London: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 
1916. Pp. 282. 

The average reader of history becomes quite familiar with 
the leading facts, persons and movements of a period but as 
regards many little side lights his knowledge is limited. Still 
it is not necessary to mention how full of interest they really are; 
so that when we meet a volume such as the former Provost 
Marshal of Washington has given us, filled with the smaller 
incidents connected with the Civil War, we can readily find 
entertainment and gain knowledge by reading it. The matter 
of this book as the author himself tells us is memoranda jotted 
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down during his service in the field and in garrison. He makes 
no decided attempt at a literary style but gives a simple, readable 
narrative of personal experiences with persons of greater or less 
note and with institutions of the time. As a sort of introduction 
to this he has placed at the beginning of his book, an address 
delivered at Lehigh University on Abraham Lincoln. This 
address, though not an exhaustive study of the great President 
of the time, gives a very good picture of his life with striking 
incidents to illustrate his character. 

Though the book in general forms interesting reading, as 
might be expected, some of the chapters surpass the others. 
The address on Lincoln together with the chapters entitled "the 
Old Capitol and Carrol Prisons," "the War Department and 
its Head," "Incidents of Provost Duty," and the "Conspiracy 
Trial — 1865," are the best in the work. The best single section 
is perhaps that on the prisons. It not only describes the prisons 
but also gives a brief and accurate description of the prison 
system and the oflScers, of the prisoners and their crimes. The 
"Incident of Provost Duty" might also be mentioned since 
it affords the reader an intimate knowledge of conditions in 
Washington during the War. As regards the chapters not 
mentioned it may be said in brief that though they show a good 
knowledge of the subjects, yet are of small interest or filled with 
unnecessary description and detail. 

Throughout the work the author attempts to give an 
appreciation of the greater personages with whom he came in 
contact. In these character sketches there is much that creates 
a rather unpleasant impression on the reader. The method 
employed is rather unhappy. He lays most stress on the weak- 
nesses and shortcomings of the persons described and even though 
he mentions their abilities and virtues, they seem to have a 
secondary place in his mind. The general impression created 
is that he did not admire most of these people and is not quick 
to make allowances. McCIellan is perhaps the best example 
of this. 

Much has been written regarding the trial of those connected 
with the assassination of President Lincoln and it is the opinion 
of many that the execution of Mrs. Surratt and her companions 
was not entirely just. The author of this volume, though, is 
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much harsher in his criticism of the trial than the case warrants. 
He informs us that there was not a shadow of justice in the 
whole affair; the judges are branded as tyrants and he concludes 
his book by either acquitting the defendants or mitigating their 
punishment. His statements must, however, be discounted. 
He was counsel for two of the defendants and, adhering strictly 
to a previous remark as to one of the requisites of a good lawyer, 
he has not even after fifty years given up the case, but strives 
to win it, at least in public opinion, at this late date. 

Such are the weak points of the work to the critic, but in 
spite of them the book is worth reading. The author fulfills his 
purpose and in doing so gives the person interested in the condi- 
tion of Washington during the Civil War, the knowledge which 
he seeks, or, at least, a good part of it. There are explanatory 
notes at the end of the address on Lincoln which are of consider- 
able help to the reader. 



